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States’ Income Eligibility Levels for Parents & Other Related Child Caretakers For Medicaid and For State Health Insurance Subsidies (as percentage of 2007 or 2008 Federal Poverty Level)

 By Thomas P. McCormack   03/08/08
In 2007, 100% FPL was $851/ mo for 1, plus $290 per add’l person in the 48 states & DC. In 2008 100% FPL for 1 is $866.67/mo plus $300 per add’l person. AK & HI FPLs  are higher; see Asst Sec for Plan & Eval pages at www.dhhs.gov 
AL 26% (2007)

AK 81% (2007)

AZ     200% for S-CHIP/Medicaid waiver covering parents if uninsured and not on Medicare; 100% if on Medicare
AR   18% (2007); 200% for Medicaid HIFA waiver-subsidized barebones health insurance  for small firm workers & spouses if not on Medicare
CA     150%
CO     66% (2007); $50K for state-sub health insurance if uninsurable & not on Medicare   

CT     185%; 200% for subsid risk pool ins; 300% for other subsid ins (starting 7/08) 
DE     100% for parents & other adults; 200% for state indigent health plan if uninsured 

DC     200%; 300% (proposed) for subsidized insurance
HI      250%  
ID       42% (2007)
IL      185% (300% for subsidized insurance)

IA       89% (2007); 200% FPL for Medicaid barebones HIFA waiver coverage 
KS      34% (2007); $30K in metropolitan Kansas City for subsidized insurance 
KY     64% (2007)

LA      20% (2007) 
ME     200%; 300% for subsidized health insurance if not on Medicare)
MD     32% (2007); 116% for primary clinic O/P care-only waiver package for all non-Medicare adults ;220% for subsidized risk pool health insurance  
MA     200%; 300% for state-subsidized health insurance if not on Medicare
MN     275%  
MO      39% (2007); $30K in metro KC for subsid ins; 100%-185% (prop.) for subsid ins
MT      60% (2007); 150%  for subsidized insurance
NE       58% (2007) 

NV      59% (2007)

NH      55% (2007) 

NJ        133% 
NM        63% (2007); 200% for state subsidized risk pool insurance
                                                   NY      150%; 250% for state-subsidized barebones health insurance
                                                   NC        52% (2007)

                                                   ND        63% (2007)
                                                   OH        90%

                                                   OK        50% (2007) 
                                                   OR       100%; 185% for subsidized insurance
PA       59% (2007); 200% for state-subsidized barebones health insurance
RI        185%

SC     100% (2007)

SD      56% (2007) 
TN       80% (2007); 200% for state-sub insurance

TX       28% (2007); 200% (proposed) for subsidized barebones insurance

UT       47% (2007); 150%  for HIFA Medicaid waiver subsidized barebones coverage (with no inpatient hospital benefit) 
VT       185%; 300% for subsidized insurance
VA        31% (2007)
WA       76% (2007); 200% for subsidized barebones insurance, with waiting list; 300% for subsidized risk pool insurance 
WV       35% (2007)
WI       185%;  $25K for state-subsidized risk pool insurance, even if on Medicare
WY        59% (2007); 200% (proposed) for subsidized insurance
Other states’ Medicaid income eligibility levels for parents and related child caretakers are those very low ones used by the state TANF welfare or family medically needy program (e.g., often only about 20% to  40% FPL). For exact state income levels/disregards see TIICANN’s “State Eligibility Rules Summary” under “new items” at www.healthlaw.org .
Parents’ and caretakers’ eligibility: Except in AR, KY, LA, NH, ND, TN, UT & WV (where, for the whole family to be eligible at all, 2nd parents must be “incapacitated” under state medical rules that are somewhat more liberal than SSA’s, or currently unemployed--but only if it’s after long working spans), states now give Medicaid to all members of 2-parent families; and all states give it to any other relative caring for and voluntarily sharing and pooling income with children in loco parentis where both parents are absent from the home. 
Income disregards: Before comparing income to their eligibility levels, all states, except AR, CT, HI & MA, subtract actually-paid child care costs up to at least $175 per child monthly ($200 for infants under 1) or more; all states, except AR, DC, HI, MD, MA, MO, NE, NH, OK, TN & WA disregard at least $50, or even more, of actually-received child support monthly; all states except DC, MA & SD disregard at least $90, or 20%, or  even more in some states, of earnings monthly. For more state details see http://www.spdp.org , http://www.kff.org/medicaid/7191.cfm ,  http://anfdata.urban.org/drsurvey/login.cfm?CFID=70287&CFTOKEN=27095652 &“State Policies Regarding Pass Through and Disregard of Current Month’s Child Support” at www.CLASP.org .Subsidized health insurance plans in AR, CO, CT, MD, MA, ME, MN, MT, NM, NY, OK, OR, PA, TN, VT, WA. WV & WI  have no disregards.
Allowable assets (resources): Include a lived-in home of any value and---except for several states with lesser value limits, such as $4,500, $5,000, $8,000, etc..—one vehicle of any value; household goods; up to $1,500, $2,000 or (in more and more states) even higher amounts of other general & liquid assets; separate burial funds of $1,500 per person; and the cash surrender (but not  face death benefit) value of life insurance policies then counts against the $1.500 burial and/or general asset levels.
Note on income levels: Where state income eligibility levels are stated outright and un-modified, they are specifically tied to the current year’s Federal Poverty Level (FPL); but where ”(2007)” appears directly after the FPL percentage, the state income level dollar amount happens to equal that percentage of 2007’s FPL and not that of the current FPL (in other words, in such cases, the state level is fixed at a set, flat dollar amount that is not necessarily legally or specifically tied to any year’s FPL).  2007 & 2008 FPLs appear at the top of page1. Data from “Health Coverage…” [publication # 7740, 1/28/08, Table 3] in Medicaid pages at www.kff.org .
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