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ARne Ronan

Staff Attorney _ ,

Arizona Center for Law in the Public Interest
3724 North Third Street, suite 300

Phoenix, Arizona 85011

Dear Ms. Ronan:

This is in response to your letter of Decenber 6, 1991 regarding
skilled nursing services for ventilator dependent children.

.There| S NO specific HWEFA policy concerning the provision of
skil | ed nursing servi ces to #uéh chil dren. However, any child
eligible for arcccsor Anresis entitled to all nedically neCessary
services covered under the State Plan. Under the EPSDT provisions,
he or, she is also entitled to mrether necessary health care,
diagnostie treatnent and other measures described 1 n Section
190g?a) of the Social Security Act to corrector aneliorate defects
and physieal and mental illnéss and conditions discovered by the
screenim services, whether or not such services are covered under
the State Medicai d Pham."

The issue Of whet her the parents areat home or at werkis not
relevant to the issue of nedical necessity. Each of these cases
nmust beeval uated on an individual basi$ to determ ne nedical
necessity as vell as the | east costly level of care, i.e., if
several hours of daily skilled nursing setvices are necessary, iS
the hm& or an institution mest 'appropriate. W encouragé an
recipients or their famlies who believe they are not receiving al

services to which they are entitled to use ‘the appeal s process.

This situation was discussedW t hmenbers ofaBceest staff. They
stated *~ =~ ~ ° - ~© - ¢ --aloping formal poli C¥ in this ‘area. We
have ¢ - sz they solicit inpul fromyeu and ot her
| nterested part.as wnechey review t he DBSpolicy for approval.
| f you have any gquestions, pl ease call Rosada Gonzal es at (415)

744-3597.
cerely,
el Z_,
L 1A iaw - ‘
i tlhoeg " Lawrence L. McDbnough
il Associ ate Regional Adnministrat or
lhe Division Of Medicaid
Ty,

cc: Leonard J. Rirschner, M.D., M.P.H.
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Governor ‘

Cctober 21, 1991

Terence and Lisketh Pi| on
326 West Lawrence Lane
Phoenix, Ari zona 85021

Ret Chase Pilon, I. D. No. 600-28-9147
DDD Gi evance No. M-856

Dear Mr. and Ms. Pilon:

Your grievance regarding termnation of skilled nursing for
Chase when a parent is not at home and the requirenent to

obtain prescriptions for continuation of Chase'stherapies
has been xaviewed.

Findings:

1. Om September 18, 1991, a gz‘ievanca was filed direct|
with the Division of DevelopmentalDisabilities ( DDD
office of Conpliance and Review (OCR)in response t0 a
Notice of Intended Action recei ved on Septembexr 10, 1991.
M5. Pilon stated Chase is ventilator dependent. The
Notice of Intended Action received proposed term nation
of Chase‘’s skilled narsing when a,fparent i's not at home.
Addiriionalllly, a new prescription for physical therapy and
occupational therapy for Chase was requested by the
District. M. Pilon stated this does not nake sense.

2. Lig Prancati, District I Area Program Manager, I esponded
to the grievance on October 3, 1991, Bsating that a
Noti ce of |ntended Action dated Sept 10, 1991, was
sent to Mr. and Mrs. Pilomi nform ng them that the
Division WaSterminating "30 hours skil | ed narsing care
used for daycare effective 30 days fromthe date of this
letter. Thisintended action | efter al so spacified that
t he reasons for this action weres "The present usage of
skiill ed-nuraiing t 0 meet your day care needs is in
viol ation of both AHCCCS and Federal Medicaid st andards.'
Chase’s skilled nursing needx that meet bot h AXCCCS and
Federal Medicaid standards wil| be reassessed at our















