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A quest ion was  ra ised concerning the  phrase “conditions discovered by the
screening services” in Section     of    in regards to        and its
application in determining whether States are permitted to exclude 
chronic         which have or have not increased in severity, from necessary

   Does discovered during a screen mean that a condition was
first found to exist       the screen?

    , in  addi t ion  to    diagnostic and treatment services as a
required component of        also requires that screening services be provided

The Committee    also requires States   provide screening services at
intervals other than those identified in their basic           schedule,
when there are indications that it is medically necessary to deremine
whether a      has a       or mental       or condition that may
requires      assessment.       or treatment. These 
screening examinations may occur in       whose         mental or
developmental        or conditions have already been diagnosed, if
there are indications that the      or condition may have become more
severe or has changed sufficiently, S O  t ha t  f u r the r  examina t i on  i s
medically necessary. (Emphasis added.)

Both sentences describing congressional intent about interperiodic screens discuss
the need to provide further services or         for conditions already existing.

, Clearly Congress          that children with already existing: health problems
‘would have available diagnostic and treatment        appropriate. to their needs.

\ T o  v i e w  t h i s          ‘is         to the preventive thrust of the
program and the  concept  h is tor ica l ly  embodied in  the  EPSDT program to
diagnose and treat health problems early before they worsen and become more



In          in order for    be       the      had to
     received         semices at some point in time. Fo r       i s
seen by a physician and is          as       some condition. Two months later
t h e  m o t h e r  t a k e s  t h e  c h i l d  f o r  t h e  s c h e d u l e d   tells t h e
screener the chiid was already diagnosed        a specific health problem. In
this example, we interpret the initial encounter with the physician      be an
inter-periodic screening service in which the      problem was discovered.

it d o e s  n o t
matter whether the child receives the screening a semices while Medicaid eligible,
nor whether the provider is   in the Medicaid          at  the time
those screening services are furnished. Any, necessary      care required to
tres t conditions detect& as a      of a screen! must be provided.

If you have any questions please contact       Policy Specialist, at (206)


