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This is in response to your menorandum concerning questions
raised bythe State of Pennsylvania regardi ng Medicaid
cover age under,; EPSDT of certainitens or services.

we agree wi th your suggestedresponse to the State regarding
items 1 - 4. It _is the responsibilitv of the State to

determ ne the extent of care-and-services that are nedical Ié/
necessary i N any_ gi ven case. The EPSDT provisions of OBRA &9
require that all medically necessary di agnostic and treat nent
services within the scope ofsection 1905(a) ofthe Soci al
Security Act(the ACtIg must be available to aneliorate health
probl ens found in EPSDT screeni n% even if the services are
not otherwi se covered under the State plan.,  oBrRa 89 did not,
however, alter State flexibility in determ ning nedical
necessity. Therefore, with respect to the provision of
speciific nedi cal equi pnent or supplies fOr an EPSDT recipient,
webelieve the State must determine whether those items or
services ar e medi cal | y- w-ses where the Item
Or service is gquestionable. Furthernore, for services not
covered-in the State plan, the State nust determ ne whether
the item or 6erviee i S withinthe SCOPE of Secti on 1905(a)

and, if so,decide the appropriate service category.

Pennsylvania indicates that request6 for the type6 of itens or
services listed in items 1 - 4 of its letter would normally be
di sapproved.  However, it does not indicate the reason for the
disapproval. The State. nust notallow itens and services

Under the EPSDT benefit which are not Medicaid-services under
any reasonable reading of section 1905(a), regardless O

whet her the -items can be considered ®medically necessary." ¢
agree that the specific itens nentioned in the State's |letter,
for exanple, a membership to ahealthclub, are gquestionable.
Nevertheless, it is possible that a child Wth eystie fibrosis
may benefit from the provision of swimming lessons ang, if
determined to be nedically necessary, the State may be able to
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rovide these services in settings other than a health club.

or exanpl e, underthe physical therapy service as listed in
section 1905(a)(11) of the ACT, astate nmay cover sSw nmi nﬁ
classes if prescribed by a physician and provided under the
direction ofa qualified physical therapist. Simlarly, under
sone circunmstances, such aservice could be provided as a
“rehabilitative service.  Regulations at 42 CFR 440.130(d)
{ndicate that rehabilit ation services include *any medi cal or
remedial services . . . for maxinumreduction of physical or
mental disability and restoration of the recipient to his best
possi bl e functional |evel.* However, asindicated above, the
oslﬁt etrm nation of nedical necessity_belongs solely with the
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W also agree with your response to item5. \Wile a State may
not arbitrarily limt who can be a qualified Medicaid
provider, the EpspT program does not require States to change
the requiremenfs which must be NEl 1N order to beconme a
qualified Medicaid provider. In addition, states are not
requiréd To provide every service t hrough every pessible |
setting or provider type. I|f an individual speech therapi st
does not meet the established ﬁr ovi der qualifications, the
State is not required to allow himor her to _provide EPSDT
services and receive direct reinbursement. he State
continues to have the flexibility to set its own provider
requirements. Aslong as the State can make areasonabl e
representation that adequate accessto speech therapist6
exists for its Medicaid population, it would not be required
to include independent speech therapists as Medicaid
providers.

| f you have any questions regarding the information in this
letter, please contact Cndy Ruff of ny staff on

FTS 646-1292.
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